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knows. And something like that must have happened
to him, for the police tell me that he was found dead
somewhere in Hampshire only the other day."
" You think it by no means impossible that Charles
Alcott may have been alive all those years?"
" Impossible? No. Surprising, if you like. For one
thing, if the boy had run away from home once, he
might have decided to keep away for good. And for
another, even if his father knew that his son was alive,
he wouldn't let on. He'd want to make all the capital
he could out of the tragic story of the only son killed in
the war. It wouldn't astonish me to learn that Charles
had been sending money to the old ruffian from time to
time. That is, if he was in a position to do so. Is it
known what he had been doing all this time?"
Dr. Priestley produced the account of the case which
he had cut from the Weyford Standard. " That will give
you a better idea of the circumstances than any words
of mine/' he said.
Mr. Robbins read the cutting with evident interest.
" Well, that's conclusive," he said, as he handed it
back. /'He had a letter from his father in his pocket,
and Sir Alured Faversham identified him. I wonder
when the letter was written? I see no date is mentioned.
Damn that old rascal Henry! The letter shows that he
knew his son was alive, all along! I wish I'd known that
a couple of years ago, when I took all that trouble to
get him into the alms-houses!"
But his annoyance gave way to amusement. *' I
wonder how much Henry got from him?" he continued.
" He managed to keep it quiet enough. Swore to me
that he had nothing but that wretched pension. It was
like this. The estate got a very favourable offer from
the Corporation for Silver Lane. There was a town-
planning scheme on, and Silver Lane happened to come
in the middle of it. Alternative accommodation was